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The Galveston Bay Report Card is a
scientific analysis of the health of the bay
engaging the community for a
sustainable future. Presented by the
Galveston Bay Foundation and Houston
Advanced Research Center.
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ABOUT THE REPORT CARD:

OVERVIEW

SEE THE GRADES»  WHAT YOU CAN DO COVER STORIES ~ CONTACT US»

FIND YOUR WATERSHED

THE 2016 GALVESTON BAY REPORT CARD — WHAI'

OVIRVIEW  FIND PO WATERSMED  SEEINE GEABES.  WWATYDUCAMDO  COVIR STORNS  CONTACT 5.

THE 2016 GALVESTON BAY REPORT CARD - WHAT'S NEW  COVER STORIES
THIS YEAR?

WHAT'S THE DEAL WITH FLESH-EATING BACTERIA IN REPORT CARD TOOLS

DOWNLOAD FULL REPORT STQ, r
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What does our Bay do for us?
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Mexico

Economic Benefits

e Shipping

e Petro-chem

- ¢ Commercial &

recreational fishing,
tourism

' Ecosystem Services
* Flood protection
-+ Water quality

k Habitat/wildlife
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What is a watershed?

e Every square inch of land is part of a
watershed.

* A watershed’s borders are determined by
how rivers, streams and rainfall run across
the land and drain to a common water body,
like Galveston Bay.

* Half of Texas’ population lives in the
Galveston Bay watershed.

RWy _ Galveston
Bay



EXCELLENT GOOD ADEQUATE  REQUIRES CRITICAL  INSUFFICIENT .
! FOR NOW ACTION DATA




- 2017 GALVESTON BAY
- REPORT CARD

SUMMARY

= :_A citizen-driven, scientific analysis
;r.__'-* of the health of Galveston Bay

wn. Houston live in Spring- Cypress boat near Kemah, or fish
S San Lms Pass, you are connected to the Galveston Bay ecosystem.
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INDICATORS L] [
Shellfish C
Finfish C
Birds C

Invasive Species B D

What Can You Do?

Take Care of Animals, Land and Sea

¢ Keep your distance from bird nesting areas.
Don’t walk or allow pets near these sensitive
habitats.

¢ |fyou fish, it's important to know the rules and
regulations regarding fishing seasons, size and
daily limits. Catch and release when possible.

e |f you don’t know it, don’t grow it. Never
release unwanted pets into local habitats and
waterways.




HABITAT D]

What Can You Do?
Save the Land We Love

INDICATORS )

¢ Volunteer to restore habitat around the Bay by
Saltwater Wetlands | participating in conservation projects.
Freshwater Wetlands I ¢ Conserve land by donating it to a land trust or

by establishing a conservation easement.

Underwater Grasses ¢ Use the Watershed InformationTool to learn

about wetlands near your home, work and
school. (harcresearch.org/wetlandplanningtool).

Oyster Reefs |




WATER QUALITY [fa\

What Can You Do?
A Little Goes a Long Way

¢ Slow runoff by maintaining natural habitat,
reducing paved areas and installing rain barrels.

INDICATORS ¢ Apply lawn fertilizers sparingly, if at all, and
avoid overuse near bodies of water. Properly ‘

dispose of pet waste.

Nitrogen

Phosphorous ¢ Help preserve and restore habitats that promote
high oxygen levels like wetlands and forests

near streams and rivers.

> | > | > | Galveston Bay
> | B | B> | Rivers & Bayous

Dissolved Oxygen




HUMAN HEALTH RISKS C
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What Can You Do?

Protect Family, Friends, and Yourself

® Check for seafood consumption advisories in
effect for the areas where you fish or crab.

Galveston Bay
Rivers & Bayous

INDICATORS ) o
¢ Pump out boat sewage at designated facilities —

Seafood not in the Bay. Properly dispose of pet waste.
Consumption

(g
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Saf ¢ Contact your local officials about improving
alety sewage infrastructure. Regularly maintain onsite
Recreation Safety | A B sep’.[ic systems so that they do not pollute the
environment or pose health hazards to people.




Enterococci (Bacteria) Values 2016
Galveston Bay & Clear Lake
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B Unsafe For Swimming

www.galvbay.org/citizenscience
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COASTAL CHANGE [ @

INDICATORS

Freshwater Inflow

Sea Level Rise

Winter Water
Temperature

Water PH
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What Can You Do?

Our Actions Impact Coastal Resilience

® Learn about floodplains and determine the proximity
of your home or business to 100-year and 500-year
floodplains. (harcresearch.org/wetlandplanningtool).

¢ Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by conserving
electricity, purchasing green power (solar or wind),
driving less and considering fuel efficiency when
purchasing a vehicle.

¢ Recycle and use less stuff by reusing, repurposing;
this conserves energy and reduces pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions.




POLLUTION EVENTS & SOURCES [ @
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— What Can You Do?
oxic Metals
in Sediment A | B Prevent Pollution in Your Area
Organic Toxins ¢ Urge local officials to prioritize Bay
in Sediment B cleanup and preservation.
Dioxin in Sediment | | D * Report environmental emergencies,
discharges, spills, or air releases at
0il Spills C| F www.galvbay.org/GBAN.
Litter & Trash I * Protect bay habitats, and keep trash
and debris out of the water.




Pollution Reporting
Mode Ecasy,

Gagdveston Bay
Action Networf
T cavEsion

Visit www.gahvbay.ong/GBAN
or download the opp.

POLLUTION REPORTING MADE EASY.

Galveston Bay
Act‘gu_t_Natwmq

VISIT GALVBAY.ORG/GBAN OR
DOWNLOAD THE APP FOR FREE.

ENSURE THE FASTEST

POLLUTION CLEANUP.

e~ ~ GALVESTON BAY

I_._ FOUMDATIOHR



Galveston Bay Action Network
";,}um R You have to select a location. Gaévesf‘ff Bay Action Networ
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Incidéent Tille

PolluLion ]':rpq:
Double Bayou

Through the Galveston Bay Action Network, you
can easily report any type of pollution you see in
seconds! These reports are automatically sent to
the proper authority to ensure the quickest
Smith Point response and cleanup.
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Galveston Bay Action Network 574

where they shouldn' be?
Report at: www galvbay org/GBAN

Seea
Réportit:
www.galubay.org/GBAN
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See
Reportil at
y org/GBAN

Chemicals & Discolored Water
Water that is cloudy, has a strange or
uncharacteristic color or a foul odor is usually

polluted.

Fish Kills
Fish Kills are large schools of fish that die at
the same time. The fish will be floating in the

water.

Boat Sewage

Boat Sewage is a stringy film of particles and
waste on the water surface that is generally
gray in color and smells bad. When sewage is
dumped, this waste is expelled from the boat
hull.

Algal Bloom
Harmful algal blooms usually look like scum or
paint covering the surface of the water and can

be green, blue, red or brown.

Storm Drain Pollution

Storm drain pollution often appears as litter,
debris, fertilizers, paints, soaps and household
chemicals, oil and grease, lawn clippings etc.

that ends up in thg storm %n.

See

Sanitary Sewers

Sanitary sewer overflows look like they sound:
sewage water spilling out of a sewer line or
manhole.

Storm Drain Pollution

Storm drain pollution often appears as litter,
debris, fertilizers, paints, soaps and household
chemicals, oil and grease, lawn clippings etc. that
ends up in the storm drain.
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You can start right now!

1. Report Pollution: Download the GBAN app

2. Subscribe to Galveston Bay Report Card
website

3. Follow GBF on Facebook for updates



Take Action

TAKE

ACTION

Be the Eyes on Your Bay!
by Ryan Draper

You can help save animals here in Texas and all over the world! Here are just a few ways to take action and protect wildlife. And remember, every fime you

visit the Houston Zoo a portion of your ficket proceeds go towards saving animals in the wild! Se, o simple zoo visit is o great action to toke to profect wildlife! Written by Kim Sharkey

1. Be the Eyes on your Bay!

Report pollution and trash to The Galveston Bay
Foundation's Action Network (GBAM) which allows
you to make reports through their website or on your
mobile device. The website contains an interactive
GPS enabled map that pinpoint’s your exact

, , . Action Network
location. The report is then sent on to the appropriate

Plastic Pollufion Ocean-Friendly Paper Recycling Recycle Cell Phones Pollinators Palm Qi autharities in order for the situation to be resolved. It
Seafood has never been sasier to directly affect the health of www.galvbay.org/GBAN

your local beaches.

Use this handy tool created by @GBayFoundation to
report #polluters for a clean & healthy #GalvestonBay! www.galvbay.org /GBAR
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